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Social Change and Human Development

= Sociodemographic Change ===l

Rural Urban
Agriculture subsistence Commerce
Less formal education More formal education
Many children Fewer children
Living with others Living alone

¥

Values —

Collectivism Individualism
More obedience Less obedience
Age-graded authority Child-centeredness

¥

Greenfield, P. M. (2016). Social change, cultural evolution, and human development. Current Opinion in Psychology, 8,
84-92.doi:10.1016/j.copsyc.2015.10.012



Developmental/Behavioral
Change

Shyness Extraversion

Focus on others Focus on self

Less self-esteem More self-esteem

Cooperation Competition




Urban Migration and Cognitive Abilities in the
Gambia
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Jukes, M. C. H., Zuilkowski, S.S., & Grigorenko, E. L. (2018). Schooling, urban migration and the development of cognitive
skills and social responsibility in the Gambia, West Africa. Journal of Cross-Cultural Psychology, 49(1), 82—98.



““Respect is an investment.”




* Julian Huxley, first Director of the
United Nations Education, Scientific,
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
(1932).The dual mandate of education:

Goals for

. “...education should be
SC h OOI | ng : adapted to the local

o environment of time and
' place, and yet give the
opportunity of transcending
that environment.”










USAID Tusome Pamoja

Grades |—4 Reading
and Mathematics

Pre-Primary
$68 million
| .4 million children

26,000 teachers
3,025 schools, 5 regions




Study |: What qualities do your children/students need in order to learn in
school?

Parents — respect, obedience, disciplined, being polite and calm

Teachers — curiosity, confidence, self-belief

Study 2: Assessment of student qualities in rural and urban areas

Curiosity is more common among the children of wealthy, urban educated parents

Jukes, M. C. H., Gabrieli, P, Mgonda, N. L., Nsolezi, F. S., Jeremiah, G., Tibenda, |. L, et al. (2018). Respect is an investment: Community
perceptions of social and emotional competencies in early childhood from Mtwara, Tanzania. Global Education Review, 5(2), | 60—188.






Improving Pedagogy
in Tusome Pamoja

Encouraging individual demonstration
of new skills — e. g. through “l do/we
do/you do”

Checking for understanding by
encouraging individual responses from
students
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Comments from Urban Vs. Rural Teachers

Number

Description of Code of Teachers

Rural Urban % Urban

Pupils who raise their hands are the active and sociable
ones.

5 I 1 7%
Pupils who raise their hands are the curious ones. 5 I 1 7%

Pupils who do not raise their hands are shy and fearful. |3 3 19%
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More Urban Classrooms Have Children Who Ask
Questions or Express Their Ideas (MELQO, 2017)

RURAL (n=48) 79 21

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

ENo EYes
Pearson’s chi-squared test (chi2)=4.48, p=.03
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Children can practice skills on
their own

| should admit when | don't know
the answer

Pupils learn best when they try

Teachers’ things for themselves

Pedagogical

Pupils can be encouraged to ask
me questions

Attitudes

| can help children speak up
during class

Learning begins when | ask pupils
questions they can't answer

0%

I 4%
I 63%
I, 7%
I 547
I, o+-
I 9475
20% 40%

60% 80%

Forced-choice questionnaire with 131 teachers from 36 schools

100%
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